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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series designed
to make information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERIC
system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are reviewed in

order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics, which aus become
accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for the dis-
sertations themselves is included at the end of the bibliography.
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WRITTEN EXPRESSION OF LEARNING
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MENT IN EXPOSITORY WRITING
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TWO DIFFERING 411ITTEN MODES: A
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH AND A HISTOR-
ICAL FICTION'

Cheeseboro, Mary Elizabeth
A STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIP BE-
TWEEN THE ORAL-AND-WRITTEN NARRA-
TIVE AND EXPOSITORY COMPOSITIONS
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EFFECTS OF EXAMINEE'S NATIONALITY, CONTENT
CORRECTNESS, AND MECHANICS OF CONTEPT ON
AATINGS GIVEN TO ESSA Y EXAMINATIONS

Order No. DA8226371

AMMACN, ELNRL)AN, PhD Thu LI:Ave:say a/ Florida, 1982 108pp
Chairperson Linda M. Crocker

Reliability and validity of essay examinations can be seriously
affected by the subjectivity of the scoring procedlire The ratings of
essay responses are affected by variablas which are unrelated to
accuracy of the essay's content. The problem of obtaining reliable
achievement measures from essay examinations is especially difficult
when the examinees are not native Erglish speakers

A review of literature revealed numerous studies conducted to
examine the erects of handwriting, grammati.:al errors, appearance
et the essay, raters' expectations o examinees' achievements, raters
background. and context in which the essays are read on raters'
lodgments cl essay respunses, but there had been no study on the

effect of knowledge et exeminees' nationalities on rater' judgmerits of

essay responses.
An experimental study was designed to test the effect of raters'

knowledge of exami, .ees' nationalities, content correctness of the
responses, mechanical accvraey , and order of presentation of essay
on ratings of essay reeeenses Sixty raters graded 48 essay responses
to an essay item in educational psychology. These 48 essay
responses were divided into four sets, 12 essays in each set. Each
rater rated 12 essays ehich had all possible combinations of the four
variables.

Data from a four way factoral split plot design were analyzed. A
significant four way interaction was found between content,
mechanics, nationality, and order Separate three way factorial
analyses were then conducted for each level of content accuracy,
significant three way interactions were followed by separate analysis
for' each level of mechanical accuracy.

The effect of mechanics was significant at only one level of order,
and the effects of nationality were significant at all four levels of order.
Then the essays were partially correct or incorrect in the content and

had many mechanical errors, the effects of nationality weje significant
at first and third levels of order When the essays were partially
correct or incorrect in content and had few mechanical errors, the
effects of nationality were significant at second and fourth levels of
order. However, the higher mean was always assigned te the
nationality which appeared first in the order of presentation.
Implications tor scoring essay examinations of foreign students were
discussed.

WRITING APPREHENSION AND ANTI-WRITING: A
NATURALISTIC STUDY OF COMPOSING STRATEGIES USED
BY COLLEGE FRESHMEN

BANNIVER. LINDA ANN, PHD. University of SouMern California, 1982.
Chairman. Professor Betty Bamberg

Eight freshman compcsition students at the University of Central
Arkansas served as subjects in a study of the influence ei vatting
apprehension on iiidiedual cempesing strategies, particularly in the
planning component of the composing process. The subjects, four
high apprehensives and f our low apprehensives (as identified by John
Daly's Writing Apprehension Measure 1975), completed daily
planning activity forms and were inte ielxed daily during the week in
which they erete an aesig ied essay. Planning and composing
behaviors ,._,:;;ted dun; ,y the interviews and on the planning forms
were exa t tto z,:-,alysis, arid the c.,sc.ys ,td uced
were holistically scored.

Both eeceps "w a ted" tefore beginning to write, but low
appiehe e.es eTanned h. c:scr and ,eole productively Low
appreh e ,es' pi Jed pre wr iting iesulted in large part from the
stepped up tension and loci eased awareness that accompany
creat vity They use.: t1- e panr g pci iod to LI ye idc as, constantly
asst,ssir g ideas d ig any before ' ea!!, w eing.

High a; ehensives a.: Aed writ be-ause they feared
evalualicn, e rot and tioutled their at My tu eoia acceptable
ideas They generally wrote down thc 'it st idea they generated

Thus, apprehension associated with the forgi-ig of ideas elongates
planning, apprehension associated with fear cf evalaation, etc.,
results in postp:eement and corrpression of planning The peliod of
avoiding writ ng to nurture ideas W as identified as "anti writing An

, limal period of avoiding writing was f ound to be functional, but a
shcl or too long period was debilitating Optimal periods vary
Ind victuals, but product,ve anti writers may be identified by their

openness to alternate ioeas. The study also demonstrated that high
appielieiit;) do as little revision as possible wh.le composing,
tearing that ally side Di tack tiaa..king may cause them to lose their

'ideas.
Previous research suggesting the necessity of alleviating writing

apprehension was tound to be incomplete NiDdetalP apprehension
assvoated with view ling amid the resultant anti r,itaig weie found to
be valuable in composing.

THE RELIABILITIES AND THE COST-EFFICIENCIES OF
THREE ME (HODS OF ASSESSMENT FOR WRITING ABILITY:
AN EMPIRICAL INQUIRY Order No. DA8218426
BAUER, BARBARA ANN, PH.D. University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, 1982. 184pp.

Assessing achievement in writing ability from large numbers of
essays is often an unreliable and time consuming task. The extent to
which these factors are problematic depends upon which
conceptualizotion of this skill different raters adhere to during the
grading process. The present investigation compares the reliabilities
and cost-efficiencies of three methods of assessment, where each
one conceptualize writing ability diherently.

Although it is generally accepted that analytical scoring methods
are more reliable than holistic methods for grading essays, no
evidence exists illustrating how the reliabilities for these two methods
compare wh those for the Primary Trait scoring system, Such a

comparison required en empirical inquiry. In so doing, nine teaching
assistants from the University of Illinois English Department were
asked to grade 118 descriptive essays according to three scoring
methods After being divided into three groups of three different
raterS:each group of raters was trained to grade the essays
according to one of three methods, that is, one group used the
Diederich Expository Scale (an analytical method), a second group
used a 4-point holistic method, and the third group used a Primary
Trait scoring guide. Each group of raters then graded the essays
according to its respective method. Time logs were also kept for each
group's training and grading sessions.

This study yielded seve,al major findings. An analysis of variance
revealed inter-rater relia banes of .874 for individual ratings and .954
for average ratings for the analytical method, .811 and .928 for the
holistic method, and .633 and .838 for the Primary Trait method. Intra-
rater reliabilities were also obtained, revealing composite correlations
of .890 for the analytical method, .820 for the,Primary Tra" method,
and .733 for the holistic method. The average time requireilto grade
each essay was 4.14 minutes for the analytical method, 1.0 minutes
for the Primary Trait method, and .96 minutes for the holistic method.

On the ba,.s of these findings, it was concluded that the analytical
method wa the most reliable and the holistic method was the most
coseeffe ient in grading large numbers of essays.

A COMPARISON OF THREE ASPECTS OF WRITTEN
EXPRESSION OF LEARNING DISABLED AND NON-LEARNING
DISABLED FOURTH AND FIFTH GRADE STUDENTS

Order No. D A8 2 18858
BURNLEY, JANE NADY, PH.D. Duke University,1982. 62pp. Supervisor:
Lucy T. Davis

The purpose of the study was to determine if there was a
difference between the performance of learning disabled and non-
learning disabled fourth and fifth grade students on three aspects of
written expression. The Test of Written Language (TOWL) (Hammill &
Larsen, 1978) was utilized to assess each aspect of written
expression. thematic maturity, spelling, and mastery of capitalization
and punctuation rules. Three subtests were administered. Thematic
Maturity, Spelling, and Style.

The subjects were 25 learning disabled fourth and fifth grade
students and 25 non-learning disabled students of the same grade,
age, sex, race, and school enrollment. Subjects were enrolled in a city
public school system in the Piedmont area of central North Carolina.
All subjects in the study were found to have a Cognitive Abilities Test
(Thorndike & Hagen, 1971), Primary Level, Standardized Age Score of
no less than 84, cne standard deviation below the mean. The non-
learning disabled subjects demonstrated at least average academice
achievement on the California Achievement Test (Tiegs & Clark, 1977)
and were not enrolled in any special education program.

The data collected from the subjects' performance on three
subtests of the TO WL were analyzed using a multivanate analysis of



vanance and three separate analysis of vanance procedures. R..sults
of analyoes showed a significant daference (p < .05) between the
;earning disableit and the non learning disabled gwups on the three
dependent vanables thematic maointy, spelling, and style. As a group
the study sample of learning disabled subjects earned significantly
lOwer scores than the non.fearning disabled subjects on all three
subtests.

The results indicated that spelhng, capitalization and punctuation,
and expression of ideas in writing represent significant problems for
learning disabled students in fourth and fifth grades. The researcher
suggested that awareness of the incidence of written expression
deficiencies among learning disabled students should result in
greater emphasis on remediation of written expression deficiencies in
learning disabHities programs. Suggestions for further research were
made.

PREDICTORS OF SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT IN
EXPOSITORY WRITING Order No. DA821.' 6742

BURTON, JULIE CATHERINE, PH.D. New York University, 1982. 161pp.

Chairman- Professor Philip Merrifield

The purpose of this research was to explore the contribution of
selected independent i,ariables to the prediction of achievement, as
measured by grades, in freshman keel expository wrifing The
independent iariables included were suggested by modern rhetorical
theory and by theories from the measurement comenunity.

In this study three pretlems were investigated The first explored
the relafions suggested ty the Guilford model Using a synthetic
validation procedure. tele, ns between specific aptitude factors from
Guilford (1967) and writing skills were hypothesized The first analysis
investigated how the pr oposed aptaudes related to I atings of skills
performance on a single essay The skills perf el mance ratings on this
essay were then related to summated rafings of the same essay The
effects of discourse mode and speaker topic audienLe relations were
controlled.

In the second problem the influence of the nature of the writing
task on the i elations between aptitudes and stodent achieement was
investigated It was hypothesized that relations between the selected
set of aptitude tests and the Set of essay ratings or grades would differ
when the essays wele written under different task condaiuns. Two
task conditions wele i..valuated for effect on the eighting of
aptitudes' contribufions to grades (a) durse mode and speaker
topic ao..lience relations, arid (b) timed essay and r ,ultiple draft essay
formats.

In the third problem the effecfiveiiess of the Guilloid aptitude tests
in adding pi td,Ltable criterion vaiiam.e to that aAilable from
admissions predictors was explored.

Although the original hypotheses were not confhined by the
results, Or scope of the iesearch helped to foi mutate testable
hypothe,,s on the nature of classroom evaluation of K rtng.

A corni;tx structuie of independent variables is suggested to
explore hohstic grading Each skill area would be rated (1 4) on
(a) how Jsef u I it is to the rater in discriminating arnong compositions,
(b) how high the, tuitt aspi es. and (c) how competently the
student performs.

The results also sugoest an hypothesis about the linear structure
of grades Instead of quantitative diffoiences along a sMele
continuum, qualitative &lei ences are hypothesized, use of
discriminant analy:js or other categorical analytic technique is
indicated for future studies

LCSSONS FROM A CHILD: A CASE STUDY OF ONE
CHILD'S GROWTH IN WRITING Order No. DA8226743
CALKINS, LUCY McCoamicx, PH.D. New York University, 1982. 384pp.
Chairman. Dr, Gordon Pradl

Lessons from a Child is a longitudinal case study of one child'S
writing development. Instead of producing findings which can be
generalized to all children, the study suggests questions, concepts
and methods which can assist others as they, too, observe children's
growth in writing.

Data- in the form of field notes, inteviews, transcripts,cc\ections
of writing and videotapes were gathereJ es I observed,Susie's
writino on a day-to day basis f or two :,ears. The observations were
made within the c.ext of her third and fourth grade classrooms. The
dissertation chwacterizes these classrooms, and id Joing so, ,

suggests an apprcach to teaching writing.
The study documents sequences and interrelationships in Srsie's

growth as a writer, showing Susie leaining to plan hut wiaing, to write
expository as well as narrative pieces, and to cubes* evaluate her
texts A major focus on Susie's gwwth in IcvisiOn. The study
suggests connections between reading and wilting. Finally, it offers
suggestions for future research.

CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF RHETORICAL CHOICES MADE IN
THE CREATION OF TWO DIFFERING WRITTEN MODES: A
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH AND A HISTORICAL FICTION

Order No. DA8226744

CASEY , Joie; THORNTON, PH.D. New York University, 1982 452pp.
Chairperson. Professor Harold Vine

The purposed the dissertation was to provide for two differing
literary modes inrorder to more closely examine what might be
transpiring between the writer and his material in the writing act. For
this reason although meticulous attention was paid to the accuracy of
the information going into especially the biographical sketch, the
overriding consideration was the identification and analysis of how
certain materials were treated and the rationale for the decisions
which influenced this treatment. It was further understood that the
material involved in the two modes would be based on data
concerned with the early development Of the Beat Generation in
general and Jack Kerouac in particular. The intended purpose was to
employ correlative information which would be similar enough to
allow a common ground for comparison, while different enough to
assure dissimilar stratagems. To further guarantee the likelihood of
this suggested relationship, source material, individuals involve.d, and
a delineated fist of rhetorical devices were oulined prior to the
investigation. These, in turn, provided the locus for the analysis which
followed the completion of the two texts. The cnfique broken down
as it was into three major areas-examined motivation for rhetorical
devices, motivation for decisions made in revisions, and motivation for
intuitive probings.

Once the above was completed the researcher had provided
himself with a modus for determining the utilization of data in the
creation of the two documents More important, however, the critique,
through its appraisal, pwvided an in depth appreciation of the
relationship between decisions made in writing arid the subtle
demands of the material. As a consequence, the reseal cher
experienced the paradoxical nature of the act, Writing, in its holistic
form, is both simplistic and complex, sirnpfistic ill the sense that its
discursive undercurrent demands that each word work toward a
ratiocinative end, and complicated because it is exploiation and as
such the end is oontinually reshifting and reshaping its contours.

The dissertation, bY allowing insight into the paradox, now
demands that the researcher as a teacher of wiiting begin to develop
a greater toleiance and appreciation for the holistic nature of writing,
and, by so duing, more accurately reflect what he has discovered.



A STUDY OF THE RE.LATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE ORAL.
AND WRITTEN NARRATIVE AND EXPOSITORY
COMPOSITIONS OF NINTH GRADE STUDENTS

Order No. DA8220192
CHFESEtiONO, MANY rill Ain III, PH D Univei44y at Sth Carolina,
1982. 206pp Major Professor Flizabeth F Hayees

The major puipose of the &tad, was to rat termini; theliatuie of the
relationship between seiected katuies of syritar..tic maturity in the
oral.ano,wiitten liairative arid expus,tury e....imposiliuns of 150 ninth
grade students Factors of sylitaut.c i.:aturity ariaiy zed in the
investivation were words pei T unit, clauses per T unit, words per
clause, adjective ,..11,_: per T uuit, uoun CluuS eI T unit, and
adverb clauses j.er T unit Othei fi.ts fur Lk. ution wt.le the
relate) Ishii) of ic.iiri ur-hie vi.ihe..; and St;:A t tlii....yotaLticinuturity
levelsieflected in the subjeLts' aid witic.. language A
secondary puipese of the study was tu t,A,11..ne the ielatiunship
between panel ns of ei ors fouhd in the oi al arid written riariative
compositems of a repiesehlatwt saiuple of these ninth graders.

All coinpueitiis wei e arialy.ed for the seleuted katur es of
syntactic mdtv, ity. while 90 Aura; au ulive c unipositions aid 90 wrinen
narrative cuii,p,sitiuns wel e alsc arialyzed (GI LI I Of s The hief
statistik.al procedures used in tl-e s',udy to test the relatIon.s.hip
between cur it-sp... ding fuLturs of syntactic n-,:tuf ity. eading
achievenieat die; sy, itactic inaturly. sex and sy n.actic maturity, and
contspordilig tyo_ s ii the :. umpsiticns of the subjects were
the Pearson i and the Po.rit aserial Corr elation Coefficient
Inteipietatems were un the tass of meeting the 05 level of
significance.

The results of the study indicated that there was i.ery little
relationship tet weer; cynkict.c -riaturity levels in the i.arious
compositions J the subjects studRd Additionally. the investigation
provided no e de rice tc the contenrcn that p oficiency in
writing is &i.e. dent upon pi uliu,ericy in speech The types of errors
made ,n the oral ve ccmpostors cf the subjects neither

nor !effected the types of ee'ors made in their written
narrative language.

THE SPOKEN WORD AND ThE WRITTEN WORD: A
TEACHER'S GUIDE TO THE RESEARCH

Order No. DA8223272
DRAGGA, SAM ANTHONY, Jn PH.D. Onio University, 1982 187pp.
Director of Dissertation. Marrno Soemarmo

This dissertation summarizes and assesses twenty.six empirical
explorations of differences between spoken English and written
English in word d,crsity an word cla,s frequency The objective of
this research is to guide the writmg skills teacher to empirically valid
findings which possess relevance to the teaching of writing.

The relevance of a given inquiry's findings to the writing skills
teachar was decided according to the language corpus and
communicators which the inqu;r, assessed The ideal spoken
language corpus was corisAte, to be spol.en language with which
the writing skills student wa.: likely to be experienced i e , dialogue
discussing non technica' topics. ci..eurring within a social situation,
essential or non esse,itizt tu the situation, composed impromptu and
by communicators unsk 'led at writing Thc: ideal written language
corpus was considered ti.. be with n language with which the writing
skills student was likely to be inexper1ericed i e , monologue,
discussing technical topics, occurring within a non social situation,
essential to the situation. compcse through deliberation and revision
and by communicators skilled at writing

Of the twenty six empirical explorations, no inquiry assessed a
language corpus similar to the ideal language corpus Existing
research on differences between spoken English and written English
In word diversity and word class frequency, as a consequence, gives
findings withqut clear relevance to the writing skills teacher In
addition, the criteria according to which words were tallied and
classified differ inquiry to inquiry, unexplained or only partially
explained criteria also occur Empirical design is frail at points, and
several inquiries give findings without assessing their statistical
significance Empirical research which does aid the writing skills
teacher is, as a consequence. still necessary.

Without solid info, ceatice on the differences bet weth spoken
language arid wr:tien larioaagt, the writing skills teacher ha, only the
clear differences between the speaking process and the writing
process (e.g., dialogue versus monologue, non.lechnical versus
technical topics, impromptu versus deliberative composing) to guide
hts or her leaching. It is important that the writing skills teacher thus
build bridges across this disparity, using the communicators'
experience with the speaking process to develop their experience
with the writing process.

THE EFFECT OF WRITING IN R SPONSE TO COGNITIVE
DISSONANCE ON SELECTED A PECTS OF COGNITIVE
DEVELOPMENT Order No. DA8215134
EEKHOFF, JuoY Komume, N.D. 'Was ington State University, 1982.
82pp. Chairperson: William P. McD ugall

Cognitive development proceed from a simple, concrete way of
viewing the world to a complex, abs ract way of viewing It. Since
cognitive developmental psycholog ts and problem-solving
composition theorists using a devel pmental base hypothesize that
cognitive dissonance is a motivatin factor behind cc,gnitive
development, this study investigate the association letween
conceptual level, as measured by t Paragraph Con pletion Method,
moral reasoning, as measured by the Defining Issues Test, and
composition competency, as measured by Holistic Evaluation of
Compositions, Further, it determined the effect of writing in response
to cognitive dissonance on each of he dependent variables.

Subjects were randomly chosen from English 101 classes at
Washington State Uniyersity. Contr I subjects were pre- and
posttested and then participated in egular English 101 classes.
Treatment sections were pre- and osttested also, but during the 15
week semester they were presente with a composition course that
used dissonance producing stimul s as writing assignments. Using a
Pearson Product-Moment technic' e, no association was found
between measures of conceptual I vel, moral reasoning, and
composition competency. This lac of correlation appears to indicate
a lack of parallel elaboration of co ceptual structure across
dimensions of cognitive develoem nt, a need for more precise
definitions of the constructs, and aises the question of whether or not
the measurement of these constr cts is valid.

Using one-tailed 1 tests for independent samples, unequal
numbers, no significant statistical difference was found between
scores of subjects who wrote in response to cognitive dissonance and
those who wrote as a part of their class assignments.

Lack of significant statistical difference Nstween experimental and
control groups may be accounted f or by the ineffectiveness ofwriting
in response to cognitive dissonance. Writing may not be a sufficient
factor, in isolation, to aid subjects in elaborating conceptual structure.
It is also possible that the Paragraph Completion Method and the
Holistic Evaluation of Composition does not sufficiently separate
concept formation, rule learning, and problem solving skills from each
other. Careful separation of these would make interpretation of results
more generalizable Therefore, there is a need to repeat the research
using more objective measures.

A SOCIOLINGUISTIC STUDY OF NOTETAKING IN A
COLLEGE LECTURE CLASSROOM Order No. DA8226295
risx, ELIZABETH CHAPIN, PH D Arizona State University, 1982 286pp.

rollowing a review of the shoilcomings of experimental research
on notetaking, a naturalistic study of notetakmg in a college lecture
classroom is described. This study, based on a sociolinguistic
hamework developed by I lymes, was designed to describe the
characteiistics of notes and nutetaking and document possible
relationships between notetaking and student characteristics,
instiuctoi lecture style, classroom context, and lecture content.Data
collection and analysis involved classroom observation, interviews,
collections of student notes, and audio,. and videotapes of class
sessions. Results indicated that, in this classroom, notetaking had
strong social and contextual functions while its referential functions
were relatively weak. The notetaking of students covaned strongly
with the instructor's notegiving activity and with other aspects of the
classroom context. In addition, variations in notetaking seemed to be
associated with certain characteristics of the student notetakers,
including age, participation style, achievement, and attitude toward
the student role. In contrast, evidence of a relationship between
notetaking and lecture topic was weak, and notes appeared to be
underutilized as a tool for encoding and storing information. Overall,
the findings supported the utility of using Hymes' sociolinguistic
framework to analyze notetaking as a language act within a
communicative event. Further research is warranted describing
notetaking in natural contexts. This qualitative research, which will
advance understanding of the multifaceted nature and function of
notetaking is critical in promoting effective instruction,in college
lecture classrooms.
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TNE RELATIONSHIP OF TWO METHODS OF MARKING TO
TNE QUALITY OF COMPOSITIONS ANO TO ATTITUDES
TOWARD WRITING OF SELECTED FOURTH GRADE PUPILS

GASTON, Evuro &tura REAVES, Eo.D. University of Southern
California, 1982. Chairman: Professor Charles M. Brown

Problem. This experimental study was designed to determine
whetheiany relationship existed between the manner in which
compositions were marked ind the quality of pupils' compositions
and the development of pupils' attitudes toward writing.

Method The study's score was delimited to descriptive writing.
Twentyeight subjects were randomly selected to pclicipate in the
study. The study was conducted utilizing the Randomized Control- ,

Group PretestPosttest Design (Isaac & Michael, 1981). Only data
from both study groups were utilized In determining the results.

The study's treatment, which was applied to the coinpositions,
consisted of visibly marking the compositions of pupils Fri each studY
group in two different manners. Errors found in the control group's
compositions were marked and comments were written about the
errors indicated. The experimental group's compositions were scored
holistically by a team of trained relders and content-related
comments assigned to each composition score were written on each
pupil's composition.

Pretest and posttest composition sets and attitude surveys were
amplified by pupils assigned to both study groups. Raw scores were
computed, and statistical analysis was accomplished through the use
rif Ow Fisher exact probability test for differences between ,

kequencies of changes between the independent experimental and
control groups.

Findings. No significant differences were found between the
experimental and control groups in either composition scores or
WNW* scores.

COnclusion. Data obtained indicated that marking each error and
writing comments about the cited error in a descriptive composition
er writing generalized comments about the content of a descriptive
composition has no significant relationship to the development of
positive or negative attitudes toward writing.

Recommendation. More research should be conducted in this
area. This study should be replicated over a longer period of time by
using a larger sample for which significant results might be expected
Other studies should be conducted to determine the relationship
between marking and the quality of written compositions relative to
pupils' academic level of achievement, sex, and other similar faCtors.
As this study indicated that pupils prefer to have specific errors Cited,
leachers should provide pupils with feedback which is specific and
understandable.

, 'LATERAL SPECIALIZATION OF THE, MODES OF
COMPOSING: AN EEG STUDY Order No. DA8218322
GLASSNEN, BENJAMIN M, Eo.D. Rutgers University The State U of New
Jersey (New Brunswick),1982. 192pp Co.Chairpersons: Janet A.
Emig, Leonide Goldstein

The method of interhemispheric EEG amplitude analysis has been
used to ascertain whether differences in composing in the extensive
and rflexiv modes are reflected in the interhemispheric amplitude
relationships. Bilateral recordings from symmetrical locations (T3 and
T4) were obtained for twenty.f our 18.22 year.old white middle income
college students (12 men and 12 women), all right-handed native
speakers of English of average to superior verbal intelligence, during
four successive periods: (1) a 5-minute baseline with eyes closed
(2) a 5.minute baseline with eyes opened, (3) a 10.minute writing
which described a process, and (4) a 10.minute writing which
recalled a closely-felt personal experience. Mean amplitude ratios
(R/L) were compared for successive recording periods. Increases
indicated relative shifts to left, decreases relative shifts to right
hemisphere activation. No direct relationship was indicated between
assignments and direction of shift. Neither was significance indicated
for the qualities of written products nor for seven behavioral variables.
Only ratings of subjects' accounts of their thoughts, feelings and
operations in response to a post-composing questionnaire on a scale
between polar descriptions of extensive and reflexive composing
proved significant, composing accompanied by a relative right shift
,scoring closer to the reflexive pole while composing accompanied by
a releiva ish shift scored closer to the extensive pole for both process

descriptions (p ( .05) and accounts of personal experiences (p
.005). Those processes characterized as extensive-which were linear
and direct, in which the writers were so familiar with the content of
their discourse that they could concentrate on the formal demands
and the amenities of communicationwere accompanied by an
overall predominance of left hemisphere processing. Those
characterized as reflexive-which were generally slower, more
coMplex and recursive, in which writers focused on dist:overing
rather than communicating -were accompanied by an overall relative
predominance of right hemisphere procesting. The examinations of
the two performances of three subjects illustrate these findings and
further suggest that most composing consists of a complex interplay
of hemispheric relationships, writers moving in and out of extensive
and reflexive composing with corresponding shifts in relative
hemispheric engagement.

THE EFFECTS OF SENTENCE-COMBINING EXERCISES ON
SYNTACTIC FLUENCY, QUALITY OF WRITING, AND
STANDARD USAGE IN THE WRITING OF COMMUNITY
COLLEGE FRESHMEN Order No. DA8219468
Gunny, LOME Lipscous, Eo.D. East Texas State University, 1982.
183pp. Adviser: Robert H. Garin

Purpose of the Study. The purposc of this investigation was to
determine the effect of sentence.combining on syntactic fiuency,
judged quality, and usage errors in the essays of community college
freshman composition students. Other purposes were to determine
the effects of treatment on students of high and low abilities and the
relationship between fluency and errors.

Procedure. Pretest and posttest essays at the beginning and end
of the fifteen-week investigation were written by ninetyseven subjects
during the fall semester, 1981. Essays were typed and coded, and five
copies were made The investigator tabulated T-unit length, clause
length, and clauses per T unit. Assisting tcacheis marked errors of six
types. Holistic raters assigned quality scores on a one-to-six *me.
Treatment consisted of eleven forty.minute sessions of sentence-
combining in cued and open formats once a week during the
semester. Control classes studied formal grammar. Two instructors
each taught an experimental and a control class.

Findings. Analysis of covariance, covarying pretests and scores on
the Test of Standard Written English (TSWE), was applied to compare
the groups on syntactic fluency, errors, and judged quality. Subjects
were assigned to low and high groups according to TSWE scores,
and a two.way analysis o; variance was used to compare high and low
experimental and control groups and to measure interaction.
Correlations were measured between Tunit length and e.ror
frequencies. The .05 level determined significance.

Analysis revealed nu significant differences between groups on
syntactic fluency, errors, or judged quality Significant interaction
occurred on clause length and on subject-verb agreement errors.
High students' essays contained significantly fewer clauses and
fragments and were judged significar" Juperior when compared to
the essayi of low students. A significar raelation occurred
betweeh T.unit length and comma splices.

Concldcions. Significant interaction and trends in tests of fluency
and etrorsisuggest that sentence.combining exerts a positive effect
on students with above-average abilities. Sentence.combining is as
effective as grammar instruction to remediate grammar errors.
Findings denoted a weak or nonexistent correlation between T.unit
length and usage errors.



nil STRUCTURE OF IDEAS IN FRESHMAN COMPOSITION
Order No. DA112241396

HASTINGS, Plows GETSCHMAN, A.D. The University of Michigan, 1982.
204pp, Chairman Alan B Howes

Students in college courses are expected to pioduce unified,
coherent discouise, yet often composition classes provide few
resources for creating effective organization. Or they offer rigid
patterns of operation which force every writing task into the same
structural mold Students need tools for understanding structure so
they can discern it in what they read and create it when they write.

To focus on key pedagogical issues, I examine two approaches to
teaching structured writing. William Kerrigan's Writing to the Point:
Six Basic stow and Peter Elbow's Wnting Without Teachers This
comparison reveals the necessity for tapping student& implicit ability
to create diverse (even conflicting) structural connections. Wrifing is
then seen to involve two broad stages, the first a heuriStic process
aimed at discovering a central idea, the second (growing out of and
interacting with the first) an explicative process aimed at developing
and molding an idea for pi esentafion.

In order to increase their contiol over unifying structure, students
must develop an understanding of its nature and function and
become familia. -A the . ariety of structural patterns available to
them I use a triangular model to reveal and explore the kinds of
connections in discourse As an abstract image, it illustrates the
interconnections between 'et-6 of abstraction necessary to
meaningful communication, the unifying role of the main idea as it
relates to subordinate ideas and examples, and the linking function of
the various segments As a workmg model it assists students in the
discovery and creation of structural relationships.

I also consider how structure is translated into the linear sequence
of discourse Writers must create an arrangement pattern and provide
sufficient clues so a reader can comprehend the multiple connections
implied by the triangular model of structure. By analyzing essays a
college student Might read, I illustrate the factors which affect the
choice of a linear pattern and suggest how analysis of reading
material can contribute to students' ability to identify structure and
use it effectively.

BASIC SKILLS: READING PERFORMANCE TEST SCORES
ANO THE IMPACT OF A WRITING PROGRAM

Order No. DA8217756
Hirnon, 1),LIIRE R., Eo D. Temple University, 1982. 189pp. Major
Adviser: D. Dolores Silva

The basic problem of this study was to determine the imptc; of a
iting program on reading performance test scores.
It was hypothesized that: (1) There is a ielationship between

reading as evaluated by scores on the CTBS and writing as asse§sed
by teachers. (2) There is a relationship between systematic
concentration on acquisition of writing competency and higher
reading scores as evaluated by the CTBS. (3) There is an
improvement in the experimental group writing assessment following
the use of a program of systematic concentration on the acquisition of
writing competency.

This study was limited to a description of the impact of a writing
program on reading scores and writing assessments in the total tenth
grade English class population in a comprehensive high school
during the 1979-1980 school year. The student population consisted
of 703 tenth grade pupils at Germantown High School in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. These 703 students were divided into twenty.three
classes: 12 control and ll'experimental Based on the pre.test of the
CTBS and the writing assessment, students were grouped by ability
level. Students who were admitted to school 50 days or more alter the
study beean, or who were absent 50 days or more during the year,
we:* not considered to have participated in the progriim or the
individual writing activities.

1 0

The eleven experimental and twelve control classes were taught
by regularly appointed teachers of the Germantown Ifigh School
English Department. Teachers for the control classes received no
information about the writing program. Teachers for the experimental
daises were given inservice preparation in the use of the writing
program.

Eight computer comparisons were made to test the three
hypotheses.

Comparisons relative to attendance were made using chi square,
Comparisons relative to Hi were made using Pearson and Spearman.
Comparisons relative to Hi and H2 were made using anova.

The results show that writing as assessed by teachers and reading
as evaluated by the CTBS were evidently correlated. The results show
that the experimental group made greater gains in both reading and
writing than the control group.

THE ROLE OF EXPRESS(VE WRITING IN THE WRITING
PROCESS Order No. DA8221940
HOWELL, SuzANNE, Pn.D. Southern Illinois University at Carbondale,
1982. 270pp Major Professor. Bruce C. Appleby

A new paradigm, based on the writing process, is emerging in the
field of ccmposition teaching and research. New questions about
writing are being raised This paper is an attempt, through the
articulation of a model of the writing process, to answer some of these
questions, in particular: (1) Some evidence suggests that writing is,-
or cart be, a process of discovery, or a process through which the
writer makes meaning. Why or how does this process take place?
(2) James Britton and others have suggested that expressive writing,
writing dose to the sell, is logically and psychologically prior to other
forms of writing Is this true, and, if so, on what basis is it true?

White Pot all wnting involves the creation of meaning, the thesis of
this paper is that expressive writing plays a crucial role in that writing
process which embodies, represents, or results in the discovery of
personal meaning. The nael presented of the writing.process.as .
discovery is based on existential phenomenology. According to the
pbcnomenological perspective, personal meaning can be realized by
undertaking phenomenological anaysis, a method of reflecting on
experience. Understanding the writing process in terms of this model
means recognizing that writing can be simultaneously the discovery
of meaning M one's subject and the discovery of self.

Chapter !discusses problems in the field of composition, with
specific emphasis on current concerns such as the nature of' the
writing process Chapter II defines expressive writing from
anthropological, philosophical, and rhetorical points of view. Chapter
III reviews.traditional and current classroom practices related to
expressive writing. Chapter IV reviews research related to expressive
writing. Chapter V proposes a model of the writing process based on
the theories of Edmund Husserl and Maurice Merleau-Ponty. The
modes repiesents the process as a discovery of personal meaning
which is grounded in the expressive mode of writing. Chapter VI
illustrates, with examples from students writing, the pos&ble uses of
this model in the second ary.English classroom.

FRAMES, CONTENT ORGANIZATION, AND THEMES IN
STUDENT EXPOSITORY ESSAYS Order NooDA8224969
huLT, CHRISTINE ANN Smite, PH.D. The University of Michigan, 1982.
279pp. Chairman. Thomas Toon

This study analyzes the structure of expository essays in terms of
writer predispositions and reader expectations-the "frames" by
which written communication proceeds. A frame consists of the sets
of conventions shared by writers and readers. These sets of
conventions provide written prose with a structure by which readers
can reconstruct a writer's frames while reading. An essay's thematic
structure is an important way by which the language frames in
exposibon are signalled and the main themes in a expository essay
are highliehtiel by the writer so as to indicate relationships within that
structure.

In order to understand the interaction of writers and readers
through their shared expository frame, I analyzed the structure,
content organization, of sixty expository essays taken from the writing
assessment at the University of Michigan. In this analysis, I discovered
that the best writers were able to organize and produce a unified,
coherent presentation of content and to signal for readers that
content's organization through the use of theme highlighting devices,
such as word and sentence ordering, special syntactic structures, Of
cohesive devices:



Florthermore, ireader's judgment of quality in essays In influenced
by thewriter's skill at indicating content organization thrlugh the use
of an expository frame in a reading investigation, I determined that
leaders are better able to discern the content organization in essays
judged to be high quality than in essays judged to be of lesser quality
Thus, readers use their expository (raffle to judge quality in
exposition

Since content organization and specifioal'y theme highlighting are
important indications of expository frames, students must pay explicit
attention to structure when learning to write The goal in composition
courses sh_utd be to help students perceive patterns in structure as
they read and write, to plan and to revise their plans during the writing
pro...ke,s Thicugh learning to understand their many choices within
exposition, studeuts gain control and power over their own language
US@

THEORETICAL ORIENTATIONS AND INSTRUCTIONAL
IMPLICATIONS OF NOTETAKNG AND REVIEW

Order No. 0A8225292
KIEV/RA, KENNETH ANTHONY, PH.D. The Florida State Univerzity, 1982.

103pp Major Prutteeior Harold Fletcher

Four experiments were conducted to investigate the relationship
between notetaking and performance and to determine how students
should take notes arid review Correlational findings from Experiment
I revealed that four indices of note quantity were generally
interrelated, but unrelated to immediate rece,delayed resal, or
actual class achieven eel Sex and scholastic ability were more highly
sesociatedwith performance than was notetaking. Correlational
results from Experiment 2 confirmed that notetaking was
quantitatively consistent from lecture tolecture nd that the number
of critical points recorded in notes was significantly correlated with
actual course performance. In Experiment 3, instructions'and test
mode expectancies encouraged students to process information and
record notes on a concrete, abstract, abstract integrative, or typical
level of abstraction Results indicated that the instructions did not
differentially affect either notetaking or achievement. Subsequent
correlational analyses revealed that independent indices of note
quality could be established and that both note quality and quantity
were related to varieties of learning outcomes. Experiment 4

investigated the effects of reviewing notes at a deeper Ipvel of
abstraction, by means of reorganization. No differencetin immediate
recognition peiformance were found for subjects who reorganized
notes into an instructor generated matrix versus subjects who
reviewed in their typical manner. An interaction betweeramethod of
review and type of delayed test was unpredicted by the theory of
encoding specificity but was explained in regard to the theory of

episode matching.
The following conclusions were drawn. Instructionally, notetaking

is related to performance especially in real classroom situations, and

notes should be complere and should emphasize main ideas Review
strategies whiCh initiate reorganization are also valuable for recalling
information in most situations. Theoretically; research guided by
information processing may reveal the optimal level of abstraction for
notetakmg and review. Empirically, researchers must manipulate the

level of notetaking and review and verify the intended qualitative
differences Additionally, criterion measures must be sensitive to
varieties of learning outcomes which qualitative differences in
notetaking may produce.

THE OCCURRENCE OF PASSIVES IN WRITTEN ENGLISH

Order No. DA8223985

KRA 'ANA MER, HELENE LOIS SELTZER, PH D State University of New York

nt Buffalo, 1982. 122pp.
A transitive proposition may be expressed as an active or a passive

sentence, out obserNations show that passives are less prei.alent than
actives. The fact that the frequency of passives falls within a relatively
narrow range suggests that there are principles regulating the
occurrence of passives

This study selects the properties of givenness, a.)lmacy and
agency from discussions of topics and thmes, identifies them as
frontal properties, that is, properties that are best expressed at the
beginning of a sentence, and uses them to characterize a ful
paradigm of transitive sente ces.

The Polarity Hypothesis is introduced which predicts that a
sentence is most commuoicatively efficient when all the frontal
properties are at the beginning of the sentence and the opposite final
properties ar at the end. The transitive sentence types are then given
values of polarity, measuring the.distribution of the frontal properties
within the sentence, and are then ranked according to their piedicted
probability of occurrence (high polarity high probability) The
frequency of passives can then be approximated.

The Hypothesis WEIS teMed by collecting data using two methods.
The (list was to analyze the texts of ten Scientific American articles,
randomly selected from the reading list of an animal behavior course,
and the second was to design and analyze a sentenre production
experiment where participants wrote sentences.describing drawings
depicting transitive events. The results of both methods supported the
Polarity Hypothesis, showing that the hypothesis accurately predicted
the conditions for passive occurrence and also approximated the
frequency of passive occurrence In the text study, a correlation was
found to exist between hign polarity and high readability. In both
methods it was found that sentences of high polarity are more
frequent in language than sentences of low polarity.

Polarity can be used to explain the coincidence of topics and
subfects with givenness, animacy, agency, as well as defrniteness,
which is considered as a potential frontal property.

This Ik,:sis concludes by presenting the Polarity Hypothesis as a
specific pragmatic principle that offers the best explanation for the
occurrence of passives in written English.

TOWARD A THEORY OF APPRAISING STUDENT WRITING
BASED ON DEVELOPMENTAL ASPECTS OF COGNMVE
<COMPETENCE AND LINGUISTIC PERFORMANCE: GRADES
FOUR; NINE, AND tHIRTEEN Order No. DA8217538
KRUM MEL ELAINE, PH.D. The University of Nebraska - Lincoln,1982.
335pp. Advisers: Udo Jansen, Alan Lemke

Systematic appraisal of student writing has traditionally been
based on surface criteria such as syntax and mechanics, yet research
and theory in composition recognize the strong relationship between
cognition and language. This study looks below surface expression to
underlying Competence and Performance. It looks to the writers'
words as acts, to examine a way of evaluating writing which
recogniies.b.oth thought and expression. In order to do this it
presents an cieenzjew of Cognitive and Linguistic development,
explores their relationships, and explains theae relationships as they
occur in composition. From this review of literature, an heuristic is
developed from which student composition is viewed according.to
developmentally appropriate standards. Writings from grades four,
nine, and thirteen, and transcripts of oral discussions about them, are
analyzed using the heuristic. The results of the Test of Logical
Thinking (Tobin and Cappie, 1980), administered to the writers, is a
third measure of comparison from which to draw conclusions about
sequences of Cognitive Competence and Linguistic Performance
seen in student writing, and the value of the heuristic toward reading
writing well.

Major question. What relationships between qualities of
Competence and Performance can be found in student writing?

Supplementary question. Is the heuristic developed for this study a
eful tool with which to describe qualities of student writing?

A DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OF BUSINESS WRITING:
RHETORICAL AND LINGUISTIC PERSPECTIVES \ ;

Order N0YDA8227022
Lesue, PAT !CIA A. WOriTMAN, PH.D. The University of Nebraska
Lincoln, 19 2 199pp Adviser. Dr. Leslie Whipp

In thiJ dissertation, I study descriptively a corpusrof business
writing diawn from A major national corporation. My orientation in the
study is toward teaching business writing. By seeking to explore the
usefulness of examining writing produced by business people on the
job, I hope to partially define the task of teaching business writing to
college students I analyze the discourse in four different ways- all
inductive and all ways that to my knowledge have not been used
previously in the study of business language.



In chapter 1, I describe the status of research in the specialized
bald of business composition and the changing paradigm in the
broader field of composition In chapter 2, I explain my methodology
end my hypotheses, which considered both rhetorical and linguistic
perspectives In chaptor 3, I complete three types of analysis
modified Aristotelian, Frame Analysis, based on the work of Erving
Goff man, and Speech Act analysis, based in the theory of John
Searle In chapter 4, I perform a series of syntactic analyses, including
the measurement of such stylistic patterns as truncated passives,
nominal modifiers, passive adjectives, and dependent sentencei In
chapter 5, I report my findings, among which is the conclusion hat
some of the patterriS that emerge in this study do not substantiate
elements of conventional teaching, I found some interesting
patterning of language form with rhetorical purpOSes and some
patterning between language formand the writer's place in the offic
hierarchy Finally, I make recommendations for additional research
that seem to be clearly indicated by this study.

THE PERSONAL JOURNAL JOURNAL KEEPER
RELATIONSHIP AS EXPERIENCED BY THE JOURNAL
KEEPER: A PHENOMENOLOGICAL AND THEORETICAL
INVESTIGATION Order No. DA8220949

Lowtorrtis,SHARyN SONORA, Eo.D. Boston University School of
Educarion,1982. 301p9. Major Professor: Bruce McPherson

Journal keeping is a widespread phenomenon, and has been
practiced across diverse cultures, religious groups and geographical
areas since at least 56 A D Despite this fact, there is meagre research
available, and this literature reveals little systematic review of
personal journal keeping. The research shows a strong bias toward
conceptualizing the journal as product only, which is discussed from
the perspective of the researcher, not the journal keeper herself.

Given the above, this dissertation begins with the question, "What
\is the personal journal experience from the journal keepers point of
view?" Six journal keepers are interviewed, and they discuss their way
of interacting with and use of the journal. From the interview data,
three journal keeping stages are presented: Preoaration, or those
elements that lead to journal writing; Writing, or the experiences of
the journal keeper at the moment of writing; and Follow.up, or
possible reactions to an entry once it is written. These Include reo
reading the entry, sharing It with someone else, or transforming It into
another genre.

The findings are analyzed through two theoretical contexts: Thi
stages in journal keeping are compared to those in the composing
process in more formal writing. The spatial and temporal dynamics
within these stages and the journal proper are also examined ineheir
capacity to offer the journal keeper a variety of interpretations on her
experience.

The findings of the stages are applied to the teaching of adults:
Recommendations are made for josinal keeping classes, a rationale
and considerations are presented for incorporating journals across
content areas, reasons are given for the ways in which the journal
process helps the students to write.

A PHENOMENOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION OF THE HOME
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT AND ITS INFLUENCE ON THE
CONCEPT OF WRITTEN LANGUAGE OF SELECTED
PREKINDERGARTEN CHILDREN Order No. DA8226194

McCuu.v, Bruno", KAY, PH.D. University of Missouri Columbia, 1982.
314pp. Supervisor: Dr. Stevie Hoffman

Purpose. The purpose of this phenomenological investigation was
to determine the influence of the homes' learning environment on
vrekinderganen children's concepts ol written language.

Procedures. Data were collected during four 60 minute sessions
on consecutive days in which the parents and children completed a
total of 20 tasks. The tasks included a parent questionnaire,
interviews, videotaping of parent/child interaction during a visual
language event and activities involving drawing and writing. Data
collected were analyzed and categorized in order to describe the
children's horns learning environments and concepts of written
language. Parent/child interaction was described using Halliday's
(19711) notion of register.

Findings, Although there were subtle differences ir the home
environments of these six prekindergarlen children, the most
significant discrepancies were observed in parent/child interaction
during ihe visual language activity. Three divergent types of
interaction were identified. (1) child initiated with parentalresponse
to questions, statements and requests; (2) parent initiated with child
response to questions, statements and directions, and (3) parent
dominated and directed interaction with little or no oppodunity for the
child to contribute in an independent fashion. Definite changes in
tenor between parent and child were noted when shift from drawing
to writing was made by each dyad. Mothers became more directive
during the children's construction of we.tten language. With this direct
intervention by mothers the children had limited opportunities to
demonstrate their knowledge and use of written language. This was in
contrast with their work with the researcher.

Conclusions. The childrens' metalinguistic descriptionsof writing,
writing patterns and production processes used to compose and
symbolize meaningful messages appeared to be influenced by limited
parental expectations. The observed changes in tenor during the
parent/child visual language event suggested that these parents
lacked confidence in their children's ability to independently
construct written language at thisyoung age. When the children
worked with the researcher, however, in a supportive, encouraging
climate all used some form of graphic representations to
communicate with an audience.

REVISION STRATEGIES OF BASIC AND COMPETENT
WRI':ERS AS THEY WRITE FOR DIFFERENT AUDIENCES

Order No. DA8223609
MONAHAN, BRIAN DANIEL, PH D. For dham Unit.el say, 1982 344pp.
Mentor: Rita S. Brause

The case study appr oach w c used to describe the revision
strategies used by eight twelfth grade whtels as they wrote
compositions for two audiences their teachers and their peers. The
sample cons:sted of four writers who had pr been classi
as basic and four who had been Classifie as compe I accor ing to
scores that they achieved on holistically cored pieces

g
for a

teacher audience. The data included responses gathered during
interviews with the subjects and with their previous teachers of
English, multiple drafts of Compositions produced by each writer for

each audience, and audio tapes of the subjeots' verbal protocols as
they composed aloud

The findinos indicated that (a) the basic writers made more
revisions for the teacher audience, while the competent writers made
more revisions for the peer audience, (b) the competent writers made
a wider range of revisions according to the points, levels, typet and
purposes of revision that were established prior to the collection of
the data, and (c) the competent writers were able to revise in
extended episodes in which one revision was cued by, and related to,
an earlier revision, while the basic writers made isolated revisions.

Although there were differences in the revision patterns of the
differcnt groups of writers, the basic writersdemonstrated that they
possessed the same revision strategies as the competent writerso
though they used those strategies in different ways. The verbal
protocOIS of the basic writers suggested that their limited use of some
of the revision strategies that they possessed resulted from the
constraints under which they were operating, The most significant of
those constraints seemed to be the difficulties that the basic writers
had with the actual pi oduction of text and the basic writers' view of
composing as a two draft procedure with revision taking place only
during the second draft.

It was suggested by the investigator that students need
opportunities to write for a variety of audiences other than their
teachers and that teachers can facilitate successful revision in
students' writing by providing students with information about the
revision strategies that they possess but use too infrequently.
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Purpose of the Study. This study was initiated to investigate the
transition made by elementary students f rom oral to written language
SPecifically, the oral language ability of first.grade students was
compared with the written language ability of fifth.grade students.

Procedure. The subtects for the study were 120 first.grade
students an(' 120 fifth.grade students. Using the Alln Language
Assessment Formula, dictated language samples were taken from the
first.grade students and compared to written language samples taken
from the fifth.grade students. Twelve scores representing the use of
high frequency words; novel nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs;
the use of adverbials and flguratives; and an "other" category of
unique linguistic forms were used to obtain total language scores.
The t.tests for independent samples were applied to the data to
determine whether significant differences existed between the means
,of the oral and written language samples.

Andings. Based on the statistical analysis of the data, the findings
of the study were as follows: (1)" Significant differences favoring the
Illtti.grade students were found when the oral and written samples
were compered aczording to use of the first 100 and 300 high

Eighty fourth graders were randomly assigned to either the self.
generated or precanstructed prediction treatment with equal numbers
of subjects assigned to treatments at each of three reading ability
levels.

Procedures were the same for all subjects. Each subject was given
the test story to read silently, stopping at four places to generate a
prediction abdut the upcoming story event (self.generated treatment)
or to select a prediction from a multiple choice format
(preconstructed treatment). Following the last part of the story an
intervening Computational task was employed followed by a retelling
Mak.

The resulting data was subjected to a 2 x 3 ANOVA to test for
significar4 differences in amount of information recalled and
prediction accuracy. Within the limitations of the study it was
concluded that. (1) Selfgenerated treatment subjects recalled
significaatly more information than preconstructed subjects. Results
were significant at the .01 level of confidence. (2) Mean accuracy of
prediction was approximately the same for both treatment groups.
(3) Prediction accuracy tended to increase as additional information
became available. (4) Higher reading ability produced more
informatioi i recalled as well as greater prediction accuracy.

The implications of the present study add to the theoretic notions
of Frank Smith (1978) and others who view prediction as necessary
for reeding comprehension while raising some interesting questions
about prediction accuracy.

Impacations for practice include the suggestion that readers be
provided with numerous opportunities to generate their own
predictions while reading and that the emphasis be on the actual
generation of predictions rather than on the accuracy of those
predictions.

Research implications include replications with different age
groups using different types of stories. The development of a more
refined instrument for measuring prediction accuracy appeais to be
the next logical step in order to ascertain whether a relationship does
indeed exist between prediction accuracy and recall of information.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THREE LANGUAGE-ARTS
CURRICULUM MODELS IN DESCRIBING WRITTEN
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PeztsexPoua, PAareAz, PH.D. University of Illinois at Urbana-
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Social and scientiffc changes have brought about educational
problems en example of which can be found In inability of roost of the
students to write clearly even after they graduate from high school.
Since the problem Is an international phenomenon, a comparative
eamnineban al various official curricula In written composition might
reveal the similaiSies and differences that need to be taken into
account in ',rifling Nude,' achievement,

The data for study was gathered through a questionnaire that
deals in some de& with types at written worl.s, rhetorical modes,
instructional goals, elm materials and evaluation methods. The
questionnaire was submitted to the national curriculum agencies or to
selection of regional supervisore who are assumed to be experts in
curriculum development depending on centralized or decentralized
nature of system of education.

Building on the data, the study presents an examination of various
curricula and (1) shows the central tendency of composition
curricula as described by a central agency or an expert; (2) compares
and contrasts the reported tendencies across respondent's with
respect to particular variables; (3) ascertains the rationale behind the
similarities and differences of various curricula and relates them to
one or more of the three models of Heritage, Competency, and
Growth; (4) determines that the three models have sufficient power tf,
be used for a longer c ross.nation al analysis of the intended
curriculum, and (5) determines that the three models do not
necessarily call for different sorts of evaluation in any c ross.model
testing.

Given these findings, the study then proposes that regirdless of
different teaching and evaluation methods of writing in use in various
countries, there is a basis for assessing the performance of students
in different countries and comparing the results, and unless&
thorough research in a large number of countries be undertaken, one
cannot establish and apply the exact advantages of one model of
writing over the others.

THE COMPOSING/REVISING PROCESSES OF EXPERIENCED
ADULT WRITERS AND THE EFFECT OF EDITING
INTERVENTION Order No. DA82 2 7121
PFERRER, SUZANNE SUMSER, PH.D. George Peabody College for
Teachers of Vanderbilt University,1982. 169pp. Major Professor:
Robert S. Whitman

Purpose. This study investigated composing and revising
processes and the effect of editing on revising for seven experienced
adult writers. The main objectives were as follows. (1) Togain a
clearer understanding of the place of revising in composing, (2) To
provide insights into the composing and ievising processes of
experienced adult writers, (3) To gain insights into external editing
and its effect on revising.

Procedures. The writing task reflected a realistic composing
situation. The writers composed a Journalistic article on a seff.chosen
topic and submitted a working draft to editors for comments. The
writers could use or reject the editing advice. Their final drafts were
submitted to the local newspaper and published.

Content analysis of all composing materials established
composing and revising sequences for two writers. All revisions from
the working and final drafts of these writers and four others were
classified according to a modification of Bridwell's (1979) scheme.
The editing comments were classified accoi ding to a modification of
Br idwell's (1979) scheme. The editing comments were classified
according to an original scheme. Analysis of retrospective interviews
and questionnaires supplied background data Corroboration for this
data was supplied by a revising aloud protocol.

Major Conclusions
Composing and Revising. (1) Revising is a comprehensive part of

composing, requiring a sequence of drafts and a generous time
allotment (2) Composing and revising processes are diverse.
(3) Writers establish their own sets of composing and revising
processes and fall into composing types. (4) intrinsic factors
identified that affect composing and revising were the writers'
experience, instruction, level of apprehension, and knowledge of the
subject (5) Situational variables that affect composing and revising
processes are format, length, audience, and time.

Editing. (1) Collaborative editing is a natural parl of the writing
process. Writers rely on formal or informal external editing feedback
at some point in the process or throughout. (2) Collaborative editing
influences writers and their revising positively; authoritarian editing
affects them negatively (3) Writers' ability to utilize collaborative
editing is interrelated to their writing and editing experience.
(4) Acceptance and utiliration of editing is interrelated to the level of
writing apprehensiomand the writer's self image evolved from past
"writing instruction.

The implications of these findings for composition teachers and
researchers are discussed and directions for further research
suggested.



THE EFFECTS OF THREE LEVELS OF PREWRITINO
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The purpose of this study was to determine the effects of three
levels of specificity of prewriting questions and the effects of story
selection upon the written responses of coilege freshmen to short

Seories. Sublects read one of two short stories, one best described as
unconventional in terms of its theme and technique and the other
more conventional in theme and style. Next, subjects responded to a
questionnaire requesting that they rate questions that might be asked
about a work of literature according to their appropriateness to the
story read One questionnaire provided sixteen relatively specific
questions; a second, four general questions; a third, no questiorei at
eff but which simply requested that they propose three questions of
their own. Finally, subjects were given thirty minutes to write an essay
about the story read.

Raters analyzed each essay by dividing it into statements,
classifying the content of each statement and the content of the essay
911 a whole, judging the quality of each essay, and estimating the
quantity of response by tallying the total number of statements in each
essay.

A multivariate analysis of variance and a chi-square analysis
revealed significant differences in the content of response, both on
the statement and essay levels, attributable to story. An univariate
analysis of variance revealed a significant difference in the quality oi
response attributable to story, and a second univariate analysis found
no significant differences in the quantity of response. Small
differences in content and quality of response attributable to
questionnaire, although suggestive, were not significant.

The researcher concluded that (1) the dominant response mode is
interpretation, (2) curtailed prewriting time lessens the quality of the
essays, (3) students lack expertise in discussing unconventional
stories, and (4) students react to unconventional stories with different
response strategies from those used with more familiar texts.

A STUDY OF SEVENTH GRADE WRITERS WHO ARE
INTRODUCED TO INVENTION/REVISION STRATEGIES AS
PART OF THEIR COMPOSING PROCESS

Order No. DAR21 3638
RAWE, FREDERICK WILLIAM, II, D.A. State University of New York at
Albany, 1982. 300pp. .

This study of 7th grade writing attempts to explore the generative
powers of revision, that stage hi the composing process where the
writer may develop and refine discovered meaning 90 as to
communicate it to a reader. The modes of discovery invesZigated are
Intellectual strategies derived from Pike's Tagmemic Theory. Them
strategist (focus, physical context, causal/temporal sequence,
change, contrast, classification) constitute a heuristic procedure
developed by Lee Odell. This study of 17 students' writing investigates
the usefulness of that procedure during revision by attempting to
answer the following questions. (1) Will instruction in the heuristic
procedure improve the overall quality of the students' revised drafts?,
(2) Wifl the students, without prompting by the teachers, increase
their use of the heuristic procedure in revising their drafts?; (3) What
difficulties will the 8 case-study students have as they attempt to use
the heuristic procedure in the revision stage?

To assess the overall quality of the revisions, judges were trained
to make a holistic judgment ahout the quality of the revised form of all
students' pre-, mid-, and post-test essays. To determine the
Increased use of strategies without teacher-prompting, judges were
Veined to identify and count intellectual strategies in the draft and
revision of all pre-, mid-, and post-test essays. To identify difficulties
with strategies, transcripts of the interview-tapeswere reed, and
difficulties the students had with the neuristic procedure andrevision
were nor.A.

An arelysis of the data revealed the following results. (1) the
students' writing did improve during the 26 weeks of instruction; all 17
students' rnidteet, and posttest ratings were higher than their pre-
test ratings; (2) there was an overall increase in the number and
variety of intellectual strategy cues used from draft to revision of the
mid-test and post-test essays; (3) the students were not free from
difficulties in learning to use the heuristic procedure. Moreover, the
analysis of Ate interviews revealed difficulties with revision beyond
those directly related to the intellectual strategies. However, the
interviews also revealed several positive features in thestudents'
revision writing.

THE EFFECTS OF TIMED WRITING EXPERIENCES ON THE
IMPROVEMENT OF PRIMARY TRAITS IN STUDENTS'
WRITING Order No. DA821 4402
RINIS, MICHAEL JAY, Eo.D University of Maryland,1981. 147pp.
Supervisor: Richard Jantz

Purpose The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of
timed writing experiences on the improvement of primary traits in
students' writing.

Procedures A sample from six classes, totaling 135 eighth grade
students, was divided into four treatment groups based upon the
crossed factors of teachermade ability grouping, and time of writing
(ten minutes, thirty minutes). Four weeks prior to the treatment, and
four weeks following it, all of the students wrote personal narratives
withill a thirty minute time limit. During the treatment period, all of the
students wrote nine additional narratives within their specified time
limits The treatment was part of an on-going literature unit, but
emphasized the five primary traits: Setting,Chronological Order,
Characters, Conclusion, Role of the Writer.

All of the narratives were randomly assigned to two previously
trained raters, who, after a high level of agreement was found using
the weighted kappa statistic, each rated half of the papers adcording
to an investigator defined and scaled primary trait system.

To examine evidence for any learning effect over the treatment
period, the pre-test/post-test gain scores were subjected to a 2-Way
Analysis of Variance (with ability grouping and time as the factors.)
Within-ability group Nests were performed to test for significant
differences between time groups.

Findings. Analyses of Variance indicated that there were no
significant differences in the mean gain scores at the .05 level for
students in either of the time groups. In addition, no significant
differences in mean gain scores were evident at the .05 level with
regard to ability grouping. However, the absence of significant pre-
test/post test gain scores indicated that none of the treatment groups
exhibited statistically significant improve-ent between the pretest
and the post-test in the attainment of primary traits.

A total of 1101 compositions were examined to determine what the
students wrote about. For the girls, the initial examination yielded 121
individual topics, for the boys, 103 individual topics. These topics
were combined into sixteen clusters. Animals/Pets,
Drugs/Violence/Crime, Family/Neighbors, Fiction, Hobbies/Sports,
Holidays/Travel, Media, Music, Natural Phenomena, Peers, Personal
Occurrences, School, Science/Supernatural, Social Activities, and
Time Relative proportions for eachclusterby sex were determined
and these results were presented both in chart and graph forme. . . .
(Author's abstract exceeds stipulated maximum length. Discontinued
here with permission of school.) Uk4I
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In spite of all the interest in the quality of student writing, little has
been done to determine why some student texts have voice and some
we voiceless I have studied the subject of voice in student writing
kom several angles

In Chapter 1, !defined voice in student writing as "the sense the
reader receives in reading the text of an individual mind expressing its
thought in an individual way through such characteristics as diction
or details of subject matter, although shaped by the necessary
adaptations to the role required by the rhetorical situation. The
student role is something 'inherited' through the outside influence of
schooling, but the voice is individual, something each student writer
creates,within the role."

In Chapter 2, I analyzed the characteristics of voice and
voicelessness in forty.two texts. The writers of texts with voice
demonstrated a better vocabulary and avoided the broad
generalizations of voiceless writing in favor of mdividual perceptions.
Further, they approached the assignment in More vaned ways and
were more aware of their readers' "needs."

In Chapter 3, I surveyed 129 students about writing and
determined their attitudes were not conducive to expressing their
voices. Their answers revealed.misinformation about writrig and
Imited writing practice, they viewed writing as a test, concentrated on
ruin, and wanted the teacher to view them as learners doing their

b.
In Chapter 4, I analyzed three students' composing processes and

their effect co the expression of voice. Joe's writing throughout was
voiceless, probably because he stressed organization and
correctness. Michael's prewriting had a voice, but he was unable to
maintain it. Ren e, fascinated by the "sound" of language, expressed
a voice in her prewriting and developed it effectively in her final paper.

In Chapter 5, I presented pedagogical implications for using voice
Emphasizing the composing process, daily writing, peer.reading,
group work and conferences urges students to forego the passivity of
the student role. Less emphasis on grading encourages students to
write more freely and to experiment in ways that can lead to voice.

THE COMBINED EFFECT OF CREATIVE THINKING AND
SENTENCE.COMBINING ACTIVITIES ON THE WRITING
ABILITY OF ABOVE AVERAGE ABILITY FIFTH AND SIXTH
GRADE STUDENTS Order No. DA821 3235
ST 0 00MW, ELIZABETH PELTON, PH.D. The University of Connecticut,
1982. 135pp.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the combined effect of
creativity and sentence.combining activities on the quality of writing
exhibited by above average filth and sixth grade students. Pre and
post writing samples were collected from 180 above average filth and
sixth grade students repesenting four Connecticut school wstricts.
Two school districts provided services "within" the regular
classroom, a third utilized a "pull.out" model, and the fourth served
as the Comparison Group.

Students within each of the three treatment districts were further
divided into Group A (sentence.combining and creativity) and Group
B (sentence-combining only). These groups each met for two forty
minute sessions weekly for the six week period.

The 360 pre and post writing samples each received one holistic
rating, four creativity subscores, and four syntactic maturity counts.
One ANCOVA and two separate MANCOVA's were then performed
followed by Univariate and Tukey (HSD) procedures as necessary.

The results indicated students in Groups A (sentence.combining
and creativity) and B (sentence.combining only) scored significantly
higher in overall quality than did the Comparison Group. The analyses
further showed Group A scored significantly higher in the creativity
ratings than either Group B or the Comparison Group. Finally, the
data revealed Groups A and B scored significantly higher in syntactic
maturity than the Comparison Group. With the exception of overall
quality ol writing, the location of treatment ("within" versus "pull.
our) did not make a significant dliference. Only one of nine possible
interactions was found to be significant, and even this interaction was
laWr determined to be of miner import.

In summary, this study has shown those above average fifth and
sixth prade studenta who participated in six weeks of sentence.
combining and creativity activities scored significantly higher in
overall quality, creativity, and syntactic maturity than those who had
no such exposure; and that those students exposed only to sentence.
combining scored significantly higher in overall quality and sentence
combining than the Comparison Group. In light of the on.going
concern over the declinIng writing quality of seemingly able students,
these findings are 'most significant and uplifting.

A STUDY OF THE RELATION OF SYNTACTIC COMPLEXITY
TO MODE OF DISCOURSE IN THE WRITING OF EIGHTH \
AND TWELFTH GRADERS Order No. DA8210941
SWIGGETT, BETTY MITCHELL, PH.D. New York University, 1981. 231PP.

The purposes of the investigation were (1) to examine the relation
of syntactic ciimplexity to mode of discourse in the writing of eighth
and twelfth graders, (2) to determine if variations were related to
grade, socioeconomic status, and race, and (3) to compare
performance on a rewriting task, the Syntactic Maturity Test (SMT),
with performance in writing, by mode and across modes.

Study participants were 100 eighth graders and 100 twelfth
graders, with an equal number of subjects by sex and with a racial
proportion of 60% white and 40% black. Socioeconomic status was
based on the occupational ranks of both parents, using the Minnesota
Scale for Paternal Occupations to form three levels: upper middle
class (1.11), lower middle class (III.IV) and lower class (V.V11). Subjects
wrote one composition each in the transactional and poetic modes
and rewrote the SMT. Average sample lengths for writing in two
modes were 495 words on grade 8 and 624 words on grade 12.

Scores were computed for seven measures of syntactic
complexity: mean T.unit length, mean clause length, clauses per T.
units, noun, adjective, and adverb clauses each per 100 T.units, and
participles per 100 T.units. The data were analyzed using a 2x 2x3x
2 mixed design with repeated measures on the first factor.
Independent variables were mode, grade, socioeconomic statue, and
race. Likewise, scores on dependent measures were secured for the
SMT and were analyzed using a 2 x 3 x 2 factorial design.
Independent variables were grade, socioeconomic status, and race.
Correlation analysis of scores on the SMT and writing was conducted
to determine the predictive efficiency of the SMT for writing.

The results showed that tranuctional writing was more
syntactically complex than poetic writing. Higher scores on all indices
xcept the participial ratio occurred with transactional writing.
However .ricreases between grades in the structures most
characteristic of older writers-clause length, T.unit length, the
adjective clause ratio, and the participial ratiowere better reflected

in poetic writing. Clause length and the participial ratio discriminated
between socioeconomic status groups in both modal.based writing
and on the SMT. Significant differences by socioeconomic status
occurred also wit', runit length on the SMT. . (Author's abstract
exceeds stipulekr; maximum length. Discontinued here with
permission of st:hool.) UM1
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A STUDY OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF 'REVISION PRACTICE
AND REWRITING ON THE OVERALL WRITING QUALITY OF
EUVENTH.GR A DE STUDENTS Order No. DA8220232
WALKUP, TEO STEPHEN, PH D University of South Carolina, 1982.

160*
The purpose of this study was to determine if revision practice with

or without the rewriting of first drafts was effective in improving the
mos" writing quahty of eleventh-grade students on impromptu
'repository essays This study also examined the effectiveness of
toss treatments on high-ability and average ability students.

Twelve classes taught by four teachers in a suburban public high
school were dMded into two experimental groups and one control
group. During the treatment semester, all students wrote four essays
atter which those in one experimental group participated in revision
practice exercises, those in the other experimental group participated
in revision practice exercises and rewrote their first drafts, and those
in the control group neither participated in revision practice nor
rewrote their first drafts. Three graders rated two pre.test and two
post.lest essays from each of the 167 subjects in the final sample.

Although the correlation coefficients of the graders' ratings were
not strong, the computation of the means of sums of absolute
deviations among graders revealed an overall mean of 1.498, a value
lesa than the minimal deviation of 2 00, Preliminary analyses of
variance showed that differences between students writing term
papers during the treatment semester and those studying vocabulary
were not significant at pre test or post.test Moreover, no significant
differences were found between those students writing make.up
esuys at pre. and postlest and those writing the original pre. and
posest essays.

A planned contrasts analysis of variance revealed no significant
diflerances in overall writing quality between the two experimental
groups and the conti ol group or between the two experimental
groups. Although the 70 high-ability students scored significantly
higher than the 97 average-ability students at post-test, the lackef
significance for the inte:action of group and ability indicated that this
superiority did not result from membership in any of the three groups.

It was recommended that future studiesexamining revision
practice and rewriting last longer than one semester, specify more
treatments, and employ random distribution of subjects. A priority in
these studies should be the adoption of efficient and reliable rating
scales or the use of other means for evaluating writing.

COMPOSING PROCESSES OF SELECTED NINTH GRADE

STUDENTS Order No. DAM 4763
View., K. ELIZABETH, PH.D. The University of Wisconsin Madison,
1982. 361pp. Supervisor. Professor John Kean

This study examined the composing processes of selected ninth
grade students as they occurred in an educational setting Students
were observed daily for a period of one semester Data were obtained
from OA collection of primary source materials, daily observation of
student behaviors and recording of the composing processes,

,interviews with case study participants, administratior of an informal
questionnaire, collection and analysis of all final drafts of case study
participants, and informal discussions with teachers. The research'sr
assumed the role of a participant observer for the duration of the
study.

Based upon the findings of this study, the,f ollowing questions
seem appropriate (1) What is the meaning of composing in the
school environment? (2) How can composing be made a more
meaningful, "real world" experience for students? (3) To what extant
would an awareness of the various functions and modes of
composing affect the nature of the composing processes and the
products which resulted? (4) To what extent would an awareness of
audience, voice, and other rhetorical concerns foster changes in
student composing processes and attitudes? (5) To what extent do
teachers engage in composing for their own persdnal satisfaction and
how might they use their own composing practices as models for
encouraging student composing? (6) How much time is actually
devoted to the various aspects of the composing processes and how
much time do students spend on the writing task within the
classroom? (7) Upon what theoretical framework(s) might a sequence
of composing strategies and practices be basod?

This study makes several suggestions for the improvement of
composition instruction. It identifies the need to extend the audience
beyond the teacher, to focus upon aspects of writing beyond the word
level, and to emphasize prewriting and postwriting activities including
revision, proofreading, and rewriting.

Further investigation of composing practices tirough the use of
case studies, particularly lunpoludinal studies, is Jggested.
Investigations of the influence of environmental and social factors
upon the composing of students of various developmental levels and
the influence of various factors such as writing stimuli, mode,
function, and audience upon student writing performance are also
recommended.

THE EFFECTS OF PA RENT MODELING ON STUDENT
WRITING COMPETENCIES 0 rde r No. DA8220974
WHITE, MARY ALI,X, Eo.D Boston University School.ol Education,
1982. 163pp. Major Professor: Donald Maietta

Considering the continuing decline in student writing
competencies in the United States, this study attempts to look beyond
the public schools and to describe the influences of parent attitudes
and practices on student writing abilities.

The results are presented in three main sections. First, the
descriptive analysis of the data, i.e., counts and percentages of actual
responses, is presented. Second, it includes the p.values, or the
apparent observed importance of each variable weighted against the
other variables in each of the three main groups of variables Thirdly,
it includes thc regression analysis, or the comparison between the
three main groups.

The writing abilities of fifty.five students were tested and the
attitudes and practices of their parents were surveyed by written
questionnaire. A comparison of the test scores of the students and
the written responses of the parents indicate that parental reading
and instructional practices in the home have some influence on
student writing abilities. Parental attitudes on the measures surveyed
appear to have minimal influence on student writing abilities unless
they are incorporated into behaviors or practices.

The results of this study generally demonstrate that the better
student writers come from homes where parents who enjoy writing,
frequently read all types of reading matei ial in the presence of their
child. These parents believe writing is productive and is important in
their lives and believe that their children have adequate writing
experiences in school.

Parents of good student writers read to their children when they
were growing up, took them to the library, and listened to them read
when they were learning. Parents of good writers also checklheir
children's written work for errors. Generally, they read their aild's
written work and practiced writing with them as they were learning. Of
the 55 parents surveyed, the majority spent less than fifteen minutes
correcting their children's written work. Mothers consistently were the
most involved in their children's learning. As all student subjects grow.,
older, their fathers tend to become increasingly involved in their
children's written work.

Intome, occupation and educational levels of the parents appear
to have a meaningful influence on student writing abilities.
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